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Art Unit: 3639 

DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1. This is in response to the amendment filed on October 17, 
2005 for patent letter filed on January 30, 2004. In the 
amendment, No Claims have been amended. Currently claims 1- 
16 are pending in this application. 

Status of Claims 

2. Claims 1-16 are pending in the application. Claims 1-16 
have been examined. 

Response to Amendment 

3 . Applicant' s arguments filed on October 17, 2005 have been 
considered. 

4 . Applicant argues that the prior art by (Allport 4, 831, 554) 
fails to teach "printing postage indicia and address data 
on the item". The Examiner respectfully disagree with the 
applicants characterization of the prior art's inventive 
concept. However to further validate the rejection, the 
Examiner introduced a relevant reference by Robert Allport 
et al. (6,795,813), hereinafter referred to as Allport, in 
conjunction with Allport (4,831,554). Allport discloses 
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adding address information to an indicium printed. by a 
closed system-metering device such as a franking machine or 
a postage-metering machine {abstract}. When combined with 
Allport's invention an invention is created that is capable 
of applying postage and address information to an item via 
a franking machine or postage metering device. 



5. Below is an updated version of the Office Action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 

of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections 

under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for 
patent, published under section. 122 (b) , by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention 
by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty 
in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-3,5,10,11,14 and 16 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Robert Allport et al . 



(6, 795, 813) . 
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As Per Claim 1: 

Allport discloses a system for franking system for printing 
mail item with shipping charges and address comprising, [{col. 5, 
lines 9-10 }, postage meter device prints the indicium on the mail 
piece] : 

franking meter constructed calculate and apply shipping 
charges indicium onto mail items or label, [{col. 5, lines 1-10}, 
the postal data including address information is used to 
generate indicium and includes cryptographic evidencing of 
psotage payment and prints indicium] ; 

user interface address data and entering security codes 
selecting addresses, [ {col. 6, lines 36-44 }, elements of the 
address are used to generate a code to mail piece] ; 

security device constructed verify authenticity of entered 
security codes, [{col. 2, lines 16-26}, cryptographic 
transformation applied to selected data on mail pieces produces 
digital token] ; 

digital printer capable of printing shipping charges 
indicium and address data on a mail item or label, [{col. 5, 
lines 9-10}, prints the indicium on the mail piece]; 

communication interlink for accessing an external database 
containing accurate address data, [{col. 5, lines 55-60}, 
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includes a non-volatile memory and storage, and scanning address 
information] ; 

a control processor for controlling the operation said 
postage meter, security device, printer, and communication 
interlink according algorithms stored in a memory, [{col. 5, 
lines 55-56}, includes a processor]; 

memory operatively connected said control processor storing 
said algorithms, said algorithms adapted to provide least a 
shipping function, an address function, and accounting function, 
[{fig. 2, 34}, non volatile memory]; 

and wherein said memory constructed store address data 
available for printing and accounting data said franking meter, 
[{col. 5, lines 55-60}, includes a non-volatile memory and 
storage, and scanning address information] ] . 

As Per Claim 2 : 

Allport discloses a system a franking system, wherein said 
address function includes communicating with an external 
database addresses and checking the accuracy of addresses 
selected for printing on a mail item, [{col. 2, lines 29-31}, a 
verifier, with access to verifying (checking) corresponding to 
the accounting, validates the digital token] . 
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As Per Claim 3 : 

Allport discloses a system a franking system said address 
data includes, destination routing, delivery, and tracking 
codes, [{col. 6, lines 36-46}, elements of the address are used 
to generate a code specific to mail piece destination address 
such as postal code (zip-code) or include house number]]. 

As Per Claim 5 : 

Allport discloses a system claim said memory includes 
read-only memory modules for storing address data in process, 
[{col. 5, lines 55-60}, includes a non-volatile memory and 
storage and address information] . 

As Per Claim 10: 

Allport discloses a system A method of operating steps of: 
franking system comprising: 

feeding a mail item to a printer, [{see figure 3, element 415}, 
print indicium on the envelope] , 

entering security codes into a postal security device, 
[{see figure 3 element 410}, generate indicium comprises 
cryptographic representation] ; 
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verifying the authenticity of said security codes, [{col. 2, 
lines 30-32}, verifying key corresponding to account device 
validates digital code]]; said 

security codes are authorized, selecting at least one 
address from an internal address database for application to 
said mail item, [{col. 4, liens 60-63}, at verification the 
indicium is verified using the same verification process used 
for open system indicium] ; 

verifying the accuracy of said selected address, [{col. 4, 
liens 60-63}, at verification the indicium is verified using the 
same verification process used for open system indicium] ; said 

address accurate, calculating shipping charges and printing 
the mail item label with shipping charge indicium and address 
data, col. 4, liens 60-63}, at verification the indicium is 
verified using the same verification process used for open 
system indicium] ; said 

address is inaccurate, correcting said address, entering 
said corrected address said internal database, calculating the 
shipping charges and printing the mail item or label with 
shipping charge indicium and address data, [{see figure 3, 
element 415}, print indicium on the envelope]. 



As Per Claim 11 : 
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Allport discloses a method of operating a franking machine, 
according to claim wherein the step of verifying the accuracy of 
said selected address further comprises the steps of: 

communicating with an external database of accurate 
addresses, [{co.4, lines 58-60}, the address information is then 
included in the information used to encode the indicium for 
postage evidencing] ; and 

comparing said selected address with data from said 
external database determine the accuracy of the selected 
address, [{col. 4, lines 60-63}, at verification the indicium is 
verified using the same verification process used for open 
system indicium] . 

As Per Claim 14 : 

Allport discloses a method of operating a franking machine, 
according claim wherein said address printed accordance with 
predetermined shipping forms, [{col. 4, lines 66-67 and col. 5, 
lines 1-5}, the indicium to the mail piece by adding addressing 
information to an indicium printed by a postage metering device] 

As Per Claim 16: 

Allport discloses a method A franking system, according 
claim wherein said memory further stores commercial shipping 
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forms for use in printing said address on said mail item, 
[{col. 5, lines 9-10}, prints the indicium on the mail piece]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

(a) A patent may. not be obtained though the invention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4,6,7,8,9,12,13, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Robert Allport et al. 
(6,795,813), hereinafter referenced as Allport in further 
view of Anthony Storace et al (4,831,554), hereinafter 
referenced as Storace. 



As Per Claim 4: 

Allport discloses a system operating a franking machine, wherein 
said address printed accordance. 

But Allport does not explicitly disclose memory is constructed 
to store customer accounts. 
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However Storace discloses a system said memory is 
constructed to store customer accounts, [{col. 4, line 30}, 
communication with banking facility] . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Allport' s method and system in conjunction with Storace' s 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with 
postage metering system that can store customers accounts 
information within the database which additionally verifies the 
products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 6: 

Allport discloses a system operating a franking machine, 
wherein said address printed accordance. 

But Allport does not explicitly disclose said communication link 
is a modem for connecting to an Internet server and said 
database of accurate address data is accessible by means of said 
Internet server. 

However Storace discloses a system said communication link 
is a modem for connecting to an Internet server and said 
database of accurate address data is accessible by means of said 
Internet server, [{col. 4, lines 20-24}, communication between 
station by way of MODEM] . 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Allport's method and system in conjunction with Storace's 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with 
postage metering system that has a communication link and a 
modem for connecting to an Internet server which additionally 
verifies the products data and its origin, (see col. 4, lines 20- 
24) . 

As Per Claim 7 : 

Allport discloses a system operating a franking machine, 
wherein said address printed accordance. 

But Allport does not explicitly disclose communication link is a 
modem for connecting to and third party server and said database 
of accurate address data is accessible by means of a direct 
secure phone line. 

However Storace discloses a system said communication link 
is a modem for connecting to and third party server and said 
database of accurate address data is accessible by means of a 
direct secure phone line, [{col. 4, lines 20-24}, communication 
between station by way of MODEM] . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
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Allport's method and system in conjunction with Storace's 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with 
postage metering system that has a communication link and a 
modem for connecting . to an Internet server which additionally 
verifies the products data and its origin, (see col. 4, lines 20- 
24) . 



As Per Claim 8 : 

Allport discloses a system operating a franking machine, 
wherein said address printed accordance. 

But Allport does not explicitly disclose said communication link 
constructed to connect a personal digital assistant connecting 
Internet. 

However Storace discloses a system said communication link 
constructed to connect a personal digital assistant connecting 
Internet, [{col. 6, lines 64}, customer assistance]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Allport's method and system in conjunction with Storace's 
system and method to. emulate an invention that deals with 
postage metering system that has a communication link 
constructed to connect a personal digital assistant connecting 
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Internet, which additionally verifies the products data and its 
origin, [see col. 6, lines 64]. 

As Per Claim 9: 

Allport discloses a system operating a franking machine, 
wherein said address printed accordance. 

But Allport does not explicitly disclose communication link is 
constructed connect personal computer for connecting the 
Internet third party server. 

However Storace discloses a system said communication link 
is constructed connect personal computer for connecting the 
Internet third party server, [{col. 6, lines 1-4}, communication 
for communication between the center and CPU] . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Allport' s method and system in conjunction with Storace' s 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with 
postage metering system that has a communication link 
constructed to connect to a personal computer, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin, (see 
col . 6, lines 1-4 ) . 
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As Per Claim 12 : 

Allport discloses a system operating a franking machine, 
wherein said address printed accordance. 

But Allport does not explicitly disclose operating a franking 
machine, according claim wherein said external database 
accessible through an Internet server. 

However Storace discloses a method of operating a franking 
machine, according claim wherein said external database 
accessible through an Internet server, [{fig. 2, 25}, CPU is able 
to access the internet and information stored in database] . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Allport' s method and system in conjunction with Storace' s 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with 
postage metering system that has a database, which additionally 
verifies the products data and its origin, (see col. 6, lines 1- 
4) . 

As Per Claim 13: 

Allport discloses a system operating a franking machine, 
wherein said address printed accordance. 
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But Allport does not explicitly disclose operating a franking 
machine, according to claim wherein said external database 
accessible directly through a phone line. 

However Storace discloses a method of operating a franking 
machine, according to claim wherein said external database 
accessible directly through a phone line, [{fig.l, 26} telephone 
lines] . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Allport' s method and system in conjunction with Storace' s 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with 
postage metering system that has a database, which additionally 
verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 15 : 

Allport discloses a system operating a franking machine, 
wherein said address printed accordance. 

But Allport does not explicitly disclose operating a franking 
machine, according claim wherein said address data includes, 
destination information, routing, delivery, and tracking codes. 

However Storace discloses a method of operating a franking 
machine, according claim wherein said address data includes, 
destination information, routing, delivery, and tracking codes, 
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[{fig. 7, 604 }, postage and message printer, which encompasses 
all important data such as information found on indicia] . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Allport's method and system in conjunction with Storace's 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with 
postage metering system that has a database, which additionally 
verifies the products data and its origin. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been reviewed and considered by 
the Examiner. However the Examiner would like to note that 
a new reference by Allport (6,795,813) has been applied and 
relied upon. Currently all pending claims remain rejected. 
If further explanation is need, the applicant is invited to 
contact the Examiner at the number listed below. 

Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner 
Jon Bass can be reached at (571) 272-6905 between the hours of 
9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number for the 
establishment where the application is being process is (571) 
273-8300. 
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If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any 
reason, the examiner's immediate supervisor, John Hayes can be 
reached at (571) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// 
pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free) . 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/0 Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




